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Call Me Hero!
The release of this book also coincides with the 
anniversary of Hurricane Katrina.  Based on true 
stories of heroism and service in the aftermath 
of hurricanes Katrina and Rita,Call Me Hero 
includes lively text and captivating illustrations 
by Mississippi artist Kym W. Garraway.

Told through the compelling, endearing voice 
of the mischievous mutt “Hero” in the cata-
strophic daysbefore, during and after Hurricane 
Katrina, Call Me Hero follows his journey as he 
is rescued from the flood waters and given a 
new life.  Hero has lost his home, his family and, 
worst of all, his name.  Yet, as he searches for his 
owner, he discovers the true meaning of  “hero” 
and learns through touching adventures how it 
is much more than just a name.
 
The story takes the reader from the drowned 
city of New Orleans, the rescue shelters in Ba-
ton Rouge, to the devastation in Cameron Parish 
on the western coast of Louisiana, and touches 
on the rescue efforts along the Mississippi and Texas Coasts and, ultimate-
ly, encourages readers to discover the hero in themselves.
 
Bateman’s story was inspired by her experiences of watching her beloved 
Baton Rouge community become an epicenter of service and compassion.  
She saw her husband and his friends pulling boats to New Orleans to aid 
in the rescue effort.  They were among countless individuals from across 
the state and nation who performed selfless, heroic rescues - pulling 
people from hot attics, bringing helpless animals to safety and encourag-
ing frightened but relieved survivors to shimmy down their roofs into the 
boats. Her neighbors opened their homes and hearts while area schools 
took displaced students into their crowded classrooms.  The city swelled 
with evacuees and imported volunteers.
 
“This story is for them,” Bateman said.  “I have friends throughout the Gulf 
Coast Region who, four years after hurricanes Katrina and Rita, still don’t 
know who secured their property or saved their cherished pets.  The rescu-
ers didn’t take credit for their sacrifices, so my friends will probably never 
know their names or be able to thank them.  I’m hoping these unknown 
heroes will go online and tell their stories.”

As a way for readers to share their experiences, you can visit 
www.callmehero.com, where you can post rescue stories and photos.  Ten 
percent of the cost of each book will be donated to non-profit organiza-
tions who currently aid in disaster relief. Or if you have purchased a book 
you can use the website to identify your favorite organizations - not just 
those along the Gulf Coast - and bring aid wherever there is need.   
$29.99 includes a plush toy.
 
Available at:
Happy Paws & Tails
6128 Winthrop Town Centre Avenue
Riverview, FL
(813) 661-5138

www.happypawsandtails.net
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H . A . L . O .  p r o v i d e s  e m e r g e n c y  r e s c u e  s e r v i c e s 
f o r  d o m e s t i c  a n i m a l s  a n d  w i l d l i f e  i n  t h e
Ta m p a / C l e a r w a t e r/ S t .  P e t e r s b u r g  a r e a .

727-599-9808
P.O.  Box 595,  St .  Petersburg ,  FL 3 3731

Get H.A.L.O. Certified 
An ima l  F i rs t  A id  &  CPR   C lasses  Now Ava i l ab le

3519 Drance Street, Port Charlotte, FL   (941) 625-6720
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The Best Pets
are Shelter Pets!

Adopt Today and Save A Life!

 Visit us at The
Pet Extravagazna  

Booth #120
Visit us at The 
Pet Extravagazna  
Booth #271
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